2006 Holiday Newsletter from 
Darin & Renee Werner
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from Hapeville, Georgia!  We hope you all (or y’all for the Southerners out there) have enjoyed a happy, healthy, and fantastic 2006.  We’ve been busy with all kinds of stuff this year—where shall I begin?  
To start, I’ll say that we’re both still employed at Delta, with Darin hitting the 18-year mark in December, and me getting a 10-year pin in September.  Darin’s still busy maintaining the flight simulators, while I took up a new post as a web content developer for Delta’s website, delta.com, in March.  While the airline industry still has its challenges, the good news is that Delta plans to emerge from bankruptcy in 2007. Some of you may have heard about the recent move by US Airways to submit an unsolicited merger proposal to Delta.  Delta’s leadership is currently stating that it doesn’t intend to take US Airways up on this deal—we’ll see how things play out over the next several months.
	In other news, I finished my Masters of Business Administration degree in the spring.  It’s nice to have free time again!  We filled our free time by doing what airline employees do best: traveling.  In June, we hopped “across the pond” to London.  We saw all the major sights—Big Ben, Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London, and Buckingham Palace.  We also took a tour outside the city that included Stonehenge and Windsor Castle.  In the fall, we took a weekend trip to Williamsburg, Virginia.  While we were there, we took in the Busch Gardens Williamsburg amusement park, and enjoyed a scenic drive along the coast that included a visit to the Cape Henry Lighthouse.
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Rockefeller Center, New York City


Another fall weekend trip was to North Georgia to take in the fall colors.  We rented a cabin near a town called Ellijay during their famous apple festival.  In October, I also got the fun opportunity to take a “girl’s trip” to San Antonio with my mom.  For Thanksgiving, Darin & I went to Wisconsin to visit my family and lucked out with warm weather.  (Christmas will see us heading to Texas to visit Darin’s family.)  
We rounded out the year by heading up to New York in early December.  We visited the former site of the World Trade Center and paid our respects to those who lost their lives on 9/11.  A tribute museum is set up nearby, and it was quite sobering to see the photographs of those who died, with notes posted on a nearby wall from grieving family and friends.  The display also included artifacts recovered from the scene and video clips about the history of the towers.
New York is absolutely gorgeous in all its holiday splendor—from the 88-foot tree at Rockefeller Center to the festive Miracle on 34th Street display in the Macy’s windows.  I’ve included a picture of our trip in this newsletter.  Although Darin didn’t want me to include our photo from Rockefeller Center (he thinks he looks corny in a winter hat), I decided to ignore his wishes and include it anyway.  Hey, I look silly with my ear warmer, but oh well. (
The Werner feline family expanded by one this year to include an energetic mischievous kitten that we’ve named 
T-Bone.  I went with a co-worker to lunch one day to a restaurant named Steak & Ale.  Before we went in, we heard a kitten meowing near the entrance.  We noticed he was all by himself…and we couldn’t just leave him there!  To make a long story short, he’s now been adopted into our family, and we gave him the name in honor of where he was found.  He drives our adult cat Andy absolutely crazy.  I’ve never heard so much hissing in my life, and the kitten doesn’t back down!  We hope they eventually get along. (
In closing, we want to encourage all of you to drop us a line whenever you get a chance.  Our mailing address is 35 Central Park Drive/Hapeville, GA/30354.  Darin’s cell phone number is 404-693-7772, and mine is 404-931-8397.  Our email contacts are below, along with a website I’ve been working on.  We hope you’ll come see us whenever you are in the Atlanta area.  Happy holidays, and our best wishes for an excellent 2007!  ~~Darin & Renee~~

Email: djwerner@comcast.net     reneewerner@comcast.net        Website: http://www.darinandrenee.com
